to pass* The murderers proposed to overturn a cart at this
point as the King approached. When the royal party
stopped, the forty armed men would fall upon them and
dispatch their business. In case there should be trouble af-
terwards, the Rye House could be held until the new
government sent help.

The program was mapped out with considerable skill,
and with appropriate mysteries and codes. In the discus-
sions the victims were never referred to by name. Charles
was always " Slavery " and James " Popery." There was,
however, one weak link in the plot; the murderers were
not sufficiently well informed concerning the King's move-
ments* Before they knew it he was back in Whitehall.
Nearly all of Newmarket, including the house at which
he was staying, burned down, so Charles came home a day
before he was expected*

Disappointed in this, the assassins turned to other
schemes of surprising the royal brothers* But by this time
some of the lesser ruffians began to think that the rewards
of confession might be as great and more certain than this
dangerous business which could be upset by accidents* Be-
fore the new plans were completed, several of the con-
spirators had made their choice, and Charles had in his
hands the end of the rope which his enemies had obligingly
placed around their necks.

The Rye House plot excited quite as much horror among
the people as had the Titus Oates* invention* Indeed, it was
very much the same sort of thing, with the trifling differ-
ence that it had more foundation in fact. It was pursued
quite as relentlessly but more coldly, less indiscriminately*
Of the actual band of murderers a good many escaped;
others exchanged their evidence for their lives, and the rest
were speedily executed* There was another difference in the
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